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DETAILED ACTION 
Request for Continued Examination 

1. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.1 14, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1 .17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
04/17/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

2. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 11 and 12 have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

4. Claims 15 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing to 
comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter 
which was not described in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to 
one skilled in the relevant art that the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, 
had possession of the claimed invention. 

More specifically, the examiner notes that the feature of "the control information 
comprising a number of pages of print data to obtain" is not described in the applicant's 
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specification. The examiner notes that the disclosed parameters field box containing the 
text "PAGES = ALL" seen in the browser pages of Figs 5 and 12 do not cover this 
claimed feature. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 11-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Maeda et al. (US 6,791,703) in view of Olbricht (US 6,429,952). 

7. With respect to claim 12, Maeda et al. discloses a printing method, wherein a 
computer (Client 9 of Fig 1) displays a print acceptance screen (Print Acceptance 
Screen of Fig 6) based on page data sent from a given node on a network (Network 
10A of Fig 6), the print acceptance screen comprising: an area for the user to specify a 
network printer (Printer Address 503 of Fig 6, col 9, lines 55-59 and col 7, lines 19-20) 
on the network made to print on the basis of the print data, and to send the acquired 
print data (Document Location URL 502 of Fig 6 and col 9, lines 55-59 and col 7, lines 
13-17) to the network printer (Printer 8 of Fig 1) specified in the area, thereby causing 
the network printer to print (Print Selection Button 604 of Fig 6). 

The examiner views the Print Acceptance Screen to be based on print data (col 
1, lines 9-15 and col 2, lines 8-46) and notes that the user is capable of specifying the 
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network printer desired to print on the basis of the print data (Printer Address 503 of Fig 
6, col 9, lines 55-59 and col 7, lines 19-20). 

Maeda et al. does not specifically disclose the print acceptance screen 
comprising: a first area for a user to specify a scanner to acquire print data; a second 
area for a the user to specify control information for the scanner to use when acquiring 
the print data , and wherein the computer sends an acquisition/print request to the 
scanner specified in the first area to cause the scanner to acquire the print data in 
accordance with the control information specified in the second area. 

However the examiner notes that Maeda et al. does disclose the print 
acceptance screen allowing the user to specify a print data URL on a server where the 
document is to be aquired (Document Location URL 502 of Fig 6 and col 9, lines 55-59 
and col 7, lines 13-17). Further, the examiner notes that the user is capable of 
specifying control information, through the print acceptance screen, in order to control 
the printing of the print data (Print Control Screen of Fig 7). 

Olbricht does disclose a user interface whereby a user is capable of specifying a 
scanner to acquire image data through a browser on a computer terminal (Terminal with 
Browser 12 of Fig 1 and col 3, lines 25-28) as well as a user interface (Fig 2 and col 3, 
lines 42-65) comprising: an area for the user to specify control information for the 
scanner to use when acquiring the image data (Fig 2 and col 3, lines 42-65), and 
wherein the computer sends an acquisition request to the specified scanner to cause 
the scanner to acquire the image data in accordance with the control information 
specified (col 1, lines 64-67 and col 2, lines 1-4). 
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Maeda et al. and Olbricht are analogous art, because they are from the same 
field of endeavor, namely User Interface Controlled Image Forming Devices. 

At the time of the invention, it would have been obvious for one skilled in the art 
to combine Maeda et al's printing method, wherein a computer displays a print 
acceptance screen which allows a user to specify a network printer to send and print 
image data to after first acquiring the data, with Olbricht's scanner control user 
interfaces allowing a user to both specify an acquisition scanning device along with 
control information for the scanner to use when acquiring the image data, such that the 
print acceptance screen or user interface would contain all the scanner, scanner control 
and print specification capabilities on one page. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would have been to consolidate the 
specification information pertaining to both scanning aquisition and printing to one user 
interface page. 

8. With respect to claim 11 the examiner notes identical features to claim 12. 
Therefore, the explanation given above for claim 12 is also valid for claim 1 1. The 
examiner views claim 1 1 to be encompassed by claim 12. 

9. With respect to claim 16, Maeda et al. in view of Olbricht discloses the printing 
method of claim 12, wherein the control information comprises resolution of the print 
data (Olbricht: Resolution Control Information 38 of Fig 2, Maeda et al: Resolution 
Control Information 32of Fig 5B and col 9, lines 15-16). 

10. With respect to claim 13 the examiner notes identical features to claim 16. 
Therefore, the explanation given above for claim 16 is also valid for claim 13. 
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1 1 . With respect to claim 1 7, Maeda et al. in view of Olbricht discloses the printing 
method of claim 12, wherein the control information comprises a mode of the scanner 
(Olbricht: Mode Control Information 40 of Fig 2). 

12. With respect to claim 14 the examiner notes identical features to claim 17. 
Therefore, the explanation given above for claim 17 is also valid for claim 14. 

13. With respect to claim 18, Maeda et al. in view of Olbricht discloses the printing 
method of claim 12, wherein the control information comprises a number of pages of 
print data to obtain (Maeda et al: Number Of Copies Control Information 530 of Fig 9). 

The examiner notes that Maeda discloses a number of pages or copies selection 
box in the user interface of Fig 9 (Number of Copies Control Information 530) and notes 
that it would have been obvious to implement a similar selection option in the acquisition 
step, assuming there are multiple pages being acquired by the scanner. 

14. With respect to claim 15 the examiner notes identical features to claim 18. 
Therefore, the explanation given above for claim 18 is also valid for claim 15. 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Scott Schlack whose telephone number is 571-272- 
7954. The examiner can normally be reached on 9-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kimberly Williams can be reached on 571-272-7471. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
Note to the applicant: Art Unit 2624 has been redesignated as Art Unit 2625 due to 
organizational restructuring with the USPTO. 



Scott A. Schlack 




KIMBERLY WILLIAMS 
SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 



